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THE IDEA 
by HANS-GEORG FIEDERLING-KAPTEINAT 

and STEPHAN SCHMIDT 
 

Geologist Hans-Georg Fiederling-Kapteinat is the 
driving force behind CLAYBORN, the whisky with 
(earth) history. He developed the innovative ex-
traction process to win AQUA TERTI ARY, the 
water stored in the Westerwald clay since its se-
dimentation. The extraordinary qualities of this 
water and its almost absolute purity inspired him 
to refine whiskies. 
 
Together with Stephan Schmidt, ceramic engineer 
and managing partner of the Stephan Schmidt 
Group, they initiated and realized the project 
AQUA TERTIARY and CLAYBORN WHISKY. 



The combination of an original 
Westerwald Single Malt Whisky, 
matured in ex-Bourbon Cask, 
with water, that has remained un-
touched for millions of years, 
gives the cask strength whisky its 
drinking strength. The taste neu-
trality of AQUA TERTI ARY 
brings out the full taste of the 
whisky.

THE WHISKY 
S I N G L E  M A LT  

E X- B O U R B O N  C A S K  
A N D  

A Q U A  T E RT I A RY  
 
The result is a whisky with fine, 
malty notes and aromas of dark 
chocolate, ripe fruits, caramel 
and cigar. Classic, long-lasting, 
with a light, pleasant spicy finish.



TERTIARY WATER 
FROM WESTERWALD CLAY 

 
The clay qualities in the Westerwald 
are among the best in the world. 
Their age - including the water 
bound in them - is known from geo-
logical investigations. The age of 
AQUA TERTIARY cannot be deter-
mined directly due to the lack of de-
tection methods.  
 
AQUA TERTIARY originates from 
Eocene clay and has thus been 
firmly bound to the clay in the depo-
sit for 35 million years.

35  MILLION YEARS

Holozän 

 

 

Pleistozän 

 

 

Pliozän 

 

Miozän 

 

Oligozän 

 

Eozän 

 

Paläozän

 

QUARTÄR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERTIÄR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KREIDE

Fo
to

: ©
St

ep
ha

n 
Sc

hm
id

t K
G



AQUA 
TERTIARY

PURITY 
FROM SEDIMENTATION 

 
Since the formation of the clay deposits in the 
Tertiary, the water has been removed from the 
water cycle and has had no contact with ground 
or flowing waters. AQUA TERTIARY is therefore 
free from any anthropogenic influences or con-
tamination.



A WHISKY WITH HISTORY 
ACROSS GEOLOGICAL AGES 

PREHISTORIC AND TASTEFUL 
 
A good whisky needs rest, time and exceptionally 
pure water to develop its greatest potential. AQUA 
TERTIARY, a water obtained from Westerwald clay 
using an innovative process, has been fixed untou-
ched in the clay for 35 million years. 
 
With CLAYBORN WHISKY we connect two worlds. 
A first-class single malt whisky, matured in an ex-
bourbon cask in the warehouse of the Birkenhof dis-
tillery, combined with AQUA TERTI ARY , a 
»Westerwälder Original«, which has never been seen 
before. With this water, an excellent single malt 
whisky is transformed into a whisky with history - 
across earth ages.



The Westerwald is a geologically fascinating region: 
Devonian layers of the Rhenish Slate Mountains 
with imposing fold structures and its clay deposits, 
overlaid with basalt, which protected them from 
erosion. Clay and basalt mining and the industry 
that developed from it still characterise its character 
today. The clay qualities stored here enjoy world-
wide reputation. 
 
 
If you want to learn more about clay, visit the Wes-
terwald Clay Mining Museum in Siershahn. 
 
www.tonbergbaumuseum.de
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EXCEPTIONAL 
IN TASTE AND APPEARANCE 

 
CLAYBORN WHISKY is protected from light and 
external influences in a black glazed stoneware 
bottle. A homage to the Westerwald and the history 
of whisky, which - just like mineral water in the Wes-
terwald area- was filled in early times in clay jugs 
and stoneware bottles. 
 
CLAYBORN WHISKY is a whisky that appears with 
calm and serenity. Its classic aroma lingers on the 
palate and its multi-facetted play with characterful, 
intense notes of earthy cereals, ripe fruits and dark 
chocolate is a pleasant companion for an evening 
by the fireplace.
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FASCINATION CLAY 
 
 

HANS-GEORG FIEDERLING-KAPTEINAT 
has been working with Westerwald clays for more 
than 35 years. As a geologist, he has travelled to al-
most all continents, bringing home not only clays but 
also whiskies from all over the world. The idea of 
combining both, developed into AQUA TERTIARY 
and CLAYBORN WHISKY, a whisky with (earth) 
history. 
 
 
 
STEPHAN SCHMIDT, ceramics engineer and mana-
ging partner of the Stephan Schmidt Group from 
Dornburg-Langendernbach in the Westerwald region 
of Germany, is a whisky enthusiast and a renowned 
clay expert.

HANS-GEORG 

FIEDERLING-KAPTEINAT 

DIPL.-GEOLOGE

STEPHAN SCHMIDT 

DIPL.-ING-KERAMIK 

GESCHÄFTSFÜHRER 

STEPHAN SCHMIDT KG



THREE GENERATIONS 
A COMPANY HISTORY IN CLAY 

 
Stephan Schmidt Gruppe is one of the world's 
leading manufacturers of special clays and 
mineral products. For three generations, the 
company represents experience and bundled 
competence in research and development for the 
optimal processing of clays.

Stephan Schmidt 

Bahnhofstraße 92 

65599 Dornburg-Langendernbach 

Germany 

www.schmidt-tone.de 

Tel. +49 06436 609-0 

 

Hans-Georg Fiederling-Kapteinat 

Diplom-Geologe 

www.hgfk.de 

www.clayborn-Whisky.de 

 

Tonbergbaumuseum Westerwald 

www.tonbergbaumuseum.deFo
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